
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Astronomical Society of the Pacific. 41 

Belopolsky's Researches on i? Aqvil^e. 

The variable character of 17 Aquilcz was discovered by Pigott 
in 1784, and from the observations since that time the period of 
its variation in brightness, ranging from 3.5 to 4.7 magnitude, 
has been determined with great accuracy. According to Chan- 
dler's Third Catalogue of Variable Stars, the period is 7. 176381 
days, or somewhat more than seven days four hours. 

In September, 1895, M. Belopolsky reported to the Academy 
of Sciences of St. Petersburg that his spectrographic observations 
of this star indicated a variable velocity in the line of sight. 
During the past year he has again studied the star by means of 
photographs of its spectrum, taken with improved spectroscopic 
apparatus in connection with the 30-inch refractor at Pulkowa. 
His former results have been confirmed. He finds the velocity 
in the line of sight periodically variable, ranging from +1.61 to 
— 18.63 miles per second. Assuming the variations of velocity 
to be due to orbital motion and with a period of revolution equal 
to the period of the star as a variable, he has determined elliptic 
elements, so as to satisfy the observed velocities in the line of sight. 
It is found that the times of minimum brightness and the times at 
which the velocity in the line of sight is the same as that of the 
motion of the system, do not coincide, and for this reason some 
explanation other than that of eclipses must be sought to explain 
the variations of brightness. 

M. Belopolsky has arrived at a like result in the case of 
8 Cephei, a variable star, whose range in variation of brightness 
and whose light curve are very much the same as those of 
rjAquilcz. W. J. Hussey. 

Meteors Visible in Full Daylight. 

The number of shooting stars or meteors that fall to the Earth 
in the course of twenty-four hours reaches high into thousands, 
but the great majority of them are small, and do not attract any 
particular attention. At very rare intervals, however, it happens 
that they are of sufficient size and brilliancy to be seen in the day- 
time. The following are among the instances to be found in 
astronomical records: — 

On the afternoon of September 13, 1795, a meteoric stone, 
weighing fifty-six pounds, fell within thirty feet of a workman in 
Yorkshire, England. This stone fell with a loud explosion, and 
penetrated a foot of soil and half a foot of chalk rock. 



